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SUBJECT: BANGLADESH-BURMA AGREEMENT ON REFUGEE REPATRIATION 
REF: (A) DACCA 4379; (B) RANGOON 2515 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR BEAN AND OTHERS ON JULY 14, 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER U TIN OHN SAID THAT MOST IF NOT ALL OF 
THEREFUGEES WOULD BE REPATRIATED, BUT THAT THE PROCESS WOULD 
TAKE A MINIMUM OF SIX MONTHS TO COMPLETE. HE SAID THAT UP TO TEN 
FACILITIES WOULD BE SET UP ON THE BURMESE SIDE OF THE BORDER 

TO PROCESS THE RETURNEES. APROPOS OF REF A, HE IMPLIED THAT 
POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS HAD A BEARING ON THE WILLINGNESS OF 
BANGLADESH TO AGREE TO BURMA'S PROPOSALS. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH IN THE COMPANY OF OTHER AMBASSADORS AT THE 
FRENCH NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATION, U TIN OHN OBVIOUSLY WAS 
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DIRECTING HIS REMARKS TO THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR, APPARENTLY 
REFLECTING A SENSITIVITY TO U.S. OPINION. WHEN THE BURMESE SPEAK 
ABOUT TAKING BACK MOST OR ALL OF THE REFUGEES, WE BELIEVE THEY 
ARE REFERRING TO THOSE WHO CAN PROVE FORMER RESIDENCE IN BURMA. 
NOT ALL THOSE PRESENTLY IN REFUGEE CAMPS. 
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